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SgiVA,OR S'!JLL: Well, Senator Lewi > , I wculdn ' t ha v e
any object. on if you want to put it ove" in ti:e = par t ­
ment o f A ! - , r i c u lt u r e . We nad t ti i s J i e r e i r. t h i . a r ea
becau -e we thought perhaps Mr . Kreuscher ould tare care
of lt in his budget. That 's why it 's there. '>J am nded
'.t s o w e w o u ld n ' t Ji a v e t o c har i g e i t f r om t :i ' . s par t
the budget to the other part.

SJ NATOJI F. LEWIS : I ' i> i a l i t t l e deep e r i n t han I want
t o b c r i g ! i t n o w s o I ' l l wa i t on S >el ec t Fi l e f or I o; ,s i bl e
: i: iendments .

J'RESIDENT: S e n a t o r C h amber

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman, members of the ,egislature.
I would li.ke to ask Senator Stull a question or two. Sena:or
Stull, this provision is in the predato" control portion
of this bill. Gophers are not considered predators, are
t : iey?

: EJJATOR S'IULL: No s i r , t hey ' r e r od e n t s.

SENA OP. CHAMBERS: What is the problem that they pos
that requires research? What are they . i ying to fir.d
out about them that they don't know now?

SEJJATOR STULL: During the last few years, Senat=r
Chamber , these things have increased in pcpulation :o
w!iere the mounds that they di «, they discovered t:iat one
gopher nay d i g a s m any a s . . . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Just a rough figure.

S I'JATOR ." ULL: One hundred mounds per year and they ' 1 1
dig tunnels of 1,000 feet per year, one gopher.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: One hundred thousand feet?

S..:!ATOP. TULL: No, no. They''] dig up 100 mounds and
1,000 feet of tunnels.

S EJJATOR CHAMBERS: A n d t !: a t har m s wJ , or wha t ' ?

SEJJATOR .TULL: Well tha. covers your grass. "he mounds
cover the grass. What the gophers works underneath tiie
soil cuts the roots off and actually the > d term'nod by
fencing off certain areas and then clipp ng the J;ay and
then clipping the hay where there were n> gopher; working,
that t!iey actually were taking a hal" of .he forage in some
I nsta nc e s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Stull, do you thinw gophers
play a part in the balance of' natur ?

SENATOR STULL: They probably do. P> obaoly they' re out of
balance o it there.


